Commiissioned by and dedicated to Margareta Raab
and the Girls” Choir of Uppsala Cathedral

Magnificat

Luke 1:46-55 .
Mattias Sjéberg
. 1971
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Composer’s Note

The Magnificat is set in a lively and youthful spirit, with dance-like rhythms
and an outgoing spirit, reflecting the young Virgin Mary’s prophesy of hope.

The Nunc dimittis, in contrast, reflects the elderly Simeon seeing his
prophesies, made earlier in his life, come to pass. The music itself also looks back
to what has gone before, setting the text to elements of fauxbourdon and
polyphony, building a form of circle around the text ‘the light of all people’.

Durations:
Magnificat: c. 4’ 30"
Nunc dimictis: ¢. 3" 40"

Commissioned by musical dirvector Margareta Raab of Uppsala Cathedral
to be performed at a joint service with the two girls choirs of the cathedrals
of Uppsala and Visterds in May 2020.
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