




30 • Grade 8

Here are some musical activities that show you how aural connects with all
the other areas of music. Choose one or two each time you practice.

… with theory

Find a hymn book and, choosing a few bars, analyse the chords using
roman numerals. Here is an example:

Making connections

Now try to hear the chords in your head. Finally play them (or get a friend
to play them) on the piano.

…with sight-reading

Choose a sight-reading piece (from Improve your sight-reading! Grade 8 for
example) and try to hear the piece in your head. Then play it.

…with intervals

Play a note and then, in your head, hear the note a Minor 7th above (e.g.
play C and then hear B flat). Sing the note and then play it to see how
accurate you were. Can you find any Minor 7ths in the pieces you are
currently studying?

…with pastiche

Twentieth- and twenty-first-century composers often use styles from the
past and dress them in contemporary clothes. Stravinsky, for example,
often borrowed features from the baroque style – this kind of writing is
termed neo-baroque, neo-classical or neo-romantic.
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