bye bye blackbird

Words by Mort Dixon
Music by Ray Henderson
This standard has been played by everyone from the 1920s onwards. Recordings exist by Billie Holiday, Miles Davis
and John Coltrane to name but a few. Be sure to play the simple melody exactly in time with a gentle swing, and

follow the slurs. Let the piano part transform it into a real jazz performance. The section from bar 37—44 is an
invented melody over the existing chord sequence, as if improvised by a jazz musician.
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distant memory

Ned Bennett

Here is an unaccompanied ballad that can be played as slowly as you wish. Although rubato is perfectly acceptable,

try to play right through the phrases: the piece needs a feeling of flow, especially in the middle section. Don't swing
the quavers. This piece qualifies as jazz because of the implied harmony, not because of the rhythmic content.
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Freely, with expression J
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old devil moon

Words by E. Y. Yip’ Harburg
Music by Burton Lane

An old standard given the groove treatment, this has a shuffle feel (heavy swing) and a bluesy harmonic tint. Follow
all the directions and treat the improvisation sections as a chance to play a few laid-back bluesy licks over the piano
riff, rather than demonstrating the creative and artistic outpouring of your inner selfl As with most jazz, a strong feel

for the beat is crucial, especially in these improvisations: be careful or you'll miss the ending

Shuffle tempo . = 120
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