ONE OF MY earliest memories is being sat on the floor in

my grandparents’ living room, with my back up against the
piano, the music vibrating through my body, and the sound of

my grandmother’s nails tapping against the keys above. It was a
gigantic brown Upright, at least that’s how it seemed when [ was
four years old, huge and very mysterious. Long before my feet
could touch the pedals, [ spent many hours playing that piano
and around the time of my 7th birthday I finally started lessons.
My grandmother would pick me up every Tuesday evening and
drive me to Bognor Regis, where she would patiently wait outside
in her car, with Classic FM and the heater both on full blast.

| remember one evening, a few years in, | told her | wanted to stop.
‘Stick with it, just a little longer’, she replied.

I could never have imagined that all these years later I would be
sat in my studio writing the introduction to my very own piano
book! It fills me with joy to be sharing these words with my fellow
piano enthusiasts. And I hope with all my heart that every one of

you finds as much joy learning these songs as | did making them.

I dedicate the book to my grandmother, who sadly never got to see
just how long I stuck with it for. A very long time indeed. And not
a single moment have | ever regretted. Pure joy. It just gets better

and better. Thank you, Grandma.



The BI,OOC[ We Bleed

Words and Music by Tom Odell, Laurie Blundell and Sam Johnson
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Smiling All The Wag Back Home

Words and Music by Tom Odell, Laurie Blundell and Richard Nowels
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