
Bright and cheerful
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The Merry Farmer 
from Album for the Young

Although Robert Schumann’s first loves were music and literature he
began his career studying law. He soon abandoned this however,
and took private music lessons while beginning to compose. He wrote
a great deal of music for the piano, including many collections of
short pieces such as Album for the Young, from which this is taken. 

Robert Schumann 
(1810–56) 
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Dolce, con moto
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Cradle Song
Wiegenlied

Johannes Brahms’s father was a double bass player, and gave his son
his first music lessons. As a young man Brahms made his living by
playing the piano in pubs and rowdy drinking places. Although he
was a composer of the Romantic period, Brahms liked the music of
the Classical period, and Beethoven was his favourite composer.

Johannes Brahms 
(1833–97) 
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Tempo di valse
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Sleeping Beauty Waltz 

Some of Tchaikovsky’s best-known music, including this piece, is for
the ballet. As a composer he was known for his clever and unusual
orchestration, and in his popular 1812 Overture (which celebrates a
Russian military victory) he uses a canon and peals of church bells! 

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
(1840–93) 
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