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Standchen

Serenade

Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828) D.957 No. 4

Background

Out of the ten poems by Ludwig Rellstab (1799-1860) that Schubert set to music, seven were included in the collection Schwanengesang

(‘Swan Song’) published posthumously in 1829. Stindchen is one of them. Composed only a few weeks before his death in 1828, it
is perhaps one of the most well-known serenades ever written. The staccato accompaniment, which evokes the intimacy of a lute or
mandolin, and the flowing vocal line express the expectant passion of the lover on a beautiful summer’s night.

Idiomatic translation

Softly, my songs plead through the night to you; down below, in the peaceful grove, sweetheart, come to me!

The slender tree-tops rustle and whisper in the moonlight; don’t be afraid my fair one of anyone over-hearing and betraying us.
Do you hear the song of the nightingales? Ah, they plead to you; the notes of their sweet lament plead to you on my behalf.
They understand the heart’s yearning and know the pain of love, touching each tender heart with their silvery notes.

Let your heart also be moved, sweetheart, hear me! Trembling, I await you.

Come, make me happy!

Pronunciation — Standchen [ftentgon]

Leise flehen meine Lieder
laizo fleton maino li:de

durch die Nacht zu dir;
dor¢ di: naxt tsu: die

In den stillen Hain hernieder,
|m demn ftilon hain herni:de

Liebchen, komm zu mir!

lizpcon kom tsu: mite

Fliisternd schlanke Wipfel rauschen
flysternt  flapke  vipfal raufen

in des Mondes Licht;
| des moindos it

Des Verriters feindlich Lauschen
des ferettes faintlic  laufon

fiirchte, Holde, nicht.
fyrcto  holdo nigt

Horst die Nachtigallen schlagen?
heirst di: naxtigalon  flaigon

Ach! sie flehen dich,
lax zi: fleon  dig

Further notes

mit der Tone siiflen Klagen
mit dee tgmo zy:son kla:igon

flehen sie fiir mich.
fleron  zi: fye mig

Sie verstehn des Busens Sehnen,
zi: feeftemm des buizons zemnon

kennen Liebesschmerz,
kenon  litbas{merts

rithren mit den Silberténen
ry:rron  mit demn zilbeternon

jedes weiche Herz.
jeidos vaico  herts

Lafl auch dir die Brust bewegen,
las Jaux diw di: brust boveigen

Liebchen, hore mich!
liipgon  he:ro mig

Bebend harr’ ich dir entgegen!
betbont har [i¢ die [entgeigon

Komm, begliicke mich!
kom  boglvke mig

In words such as fliisternd and durch, the ‘t” becomes difficult to pronounce at speed and becomes like the [e] word endings [flysteent],
[dueg]. (See notes on Marid Wiegenlied for help in the usual pronunciation of durch.)
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