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A chord box is basically a diagram of how a chord is played on the neck of the Ukulele. It
shows you which string to play, where to put your fingers and whereabouts on the neck the
chord is played.

Reading Chord Boxes

G Dm
X

Emaj7

This tells you 
to play the 
string “open” 
(not fretted at all)

This tells you 
not to play 
the string at all

The thick black line
indicates the “nut” at
the top of the Ukulele.

Dots show where your
fingers go

Vertical lines 
indicates strings
G–C–E–A from 
left to right

Horizontal lines 
indicate frets
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This shows you which
fret the chord starts on
(if played further up the
neck from 
the nut)

The chord name 
is shown above 
the chord box This indicates a

“barre” – lie your first
finger across these
notes to play this
chord.
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Intro

G Am D7


Verses

2. The    fair hip-po-po-ta-ma       he aimed to en - tice  from her seat on that hilltop a - 
3. Now   more  hippopotami      be -   gan   to convene,      on the banks of that river so  

1. A      bold hip-po-po-ta-mus  was standing  one day

G C D7

on the banks of the cool

Em A

Sha-li - mar,
    -    bove,
          wide.                               I     wonder now what am I to say     of    the scene, that en -

        

D

He
As   she hadn’t got a Ma to        give    her advice      came

gazed at the bottom as he

G

peacefully

C

lay

B7

by the

light of the evening
tiptoeing down  to her love.              Like  thunder the forest re - echoed the sound of the
- sued by the Shalimar side.             They  dived all at once with an ear-splitting splosh

Em A

star.

D

A  -  way on the hilltop sat

Dm E7

combing her hair,

Dm E7

his

fair  hip-po - po - ta - mi
song that they sang as they met.                    His    in - am - o   -  rata      ad -
then rose to the surface a - gain.                      A     reg - u - lar    army   of 

Dm E7

maid,

Am D7

 the   hip - po - po - ta - mus   was

Em A D

no  ig - no - ra - mus,
- justed her garter,        and  lifted    her     voice  in     du - et.
hip - po - pot - ami        all    singing this    haunting     re - frain...

Em A D

and sang her this sweet

Am A7

se-re - nade.

D D7
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The Hippopotamus Song
Words by Michael Flanders

Music by Donald Swann

© 1952 Chappell Music Ltd
All Rights Reserved.
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Verses 1+ 2 

Chorus 1+2 




2. 
1. The 

The 
wonderful 
wonderful 

D7 

thing 
thing 

about 
about 

Tiggers, 
Tiggers, 

G 

is 
is Tiggers 

Tiggers 

D7 

are 
are 

wonderful 
wonderful 

things,
chaps,

G 

they’re
their tops 

loaded 

D7 

are 
with 

made 
vim 

out 
and 

of 
with 

rubber, 
vigour, 

G 

they 
their bottoms 

love 

D7 

are 
to 

made 
leap 

out 
in 

of 
your 

springs. 
laps. 

G 

They’re
bouncy, 

C 

trouncy, 

G 

flouncy, 

C 

pouncy, 

G 

fun

A7 

fun fun fun fun!

D7 

But

G

the most wonderful

G7

thing

C

about Tiggers

C#dim7

is I’m

D7

the only one.

G

Mid-Section Tiggers

C

are cuddly fellas,

G

Tiggers

C

are awfully sweet.

G

Everyone

C

else is jealous,

G

and that’s

A7

why I re peat...

D7

-

jumpy,     bumpy,   clumpy,   thumpy, 
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The Wonderful Thing About Tiggers
Words and Music by Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman

© 1968 Wonderland Music Company Inc
Warner/Chappell Artemis Music Ltd
All Rights Reserved.




