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NICHOLAS MAW

Sophie’s Choice
ACT I

                Prologue

pp

Calm and sustained (+ = c.76/80)

pp

The Narrator appears...

pp

NARRATOR p

It was the ear ly sum mer of nine teen for ty seven.

pp

I vi vid ly re mem ber that

year, sun ny and mild, flower frag rant...

pp

1

pp

              © 2005 by Faber Music Ltd.
              Based on the novel “Sophie’s Choice” by William Styron, © 1976, 1978, 1979 by William Styron

pp

I was twen ty

poco sf

two,

pp

and had come up to New York from the

poco sf

South,

pp

hop ing

Sophie’s Choice
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to be come a wri

p

ter.

f

f with sudden warmth

I yearned pas sionate ly

dim.

dim.

to pro duce the no

mf

vel

Act 1, Prologue

(dim.)

so long cap tive in my mind.

mp p pp

2 p

One

fine day in June

mp pp

x

I walked down a Brook lyn street

mf

lined

We see Yetta Zimmerman’s boarding house in Brooklyn; summer 1947. To one side, occupying the lesser part of the stage, Stingo’s 
room with door out to the hallway. The furnishings are rather sparse; visible items include a worktable-desk with typewriter, an 
armchair, and some well-stocked bookshelves. In the hallway outside, stairs lead up to the floor above where Nathan’s room is 
located. A door on the other side of the hallway leads to Sophie’s room, which occupies the larger part of the stage. At the back 
of the hallway is the street door. It is late afternoon. Stingo is at work in his room.

with green ing sy ca mores,

- - }

- }

and

mf

took a room in the board ing house of Mis sis Yet ta

Zim mer

p

man.

2

X
\)

X
\)

2

X.
\)

p semplice

So it was I came to know So phie

poco rit.

and

(     )

(     )

4

4
Nat than...

2
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            Scene 1

a tempo3

Ww.

pp

The novel Stingo is working on is proceeding with difficulty. He rises restlessly from his chair, strolls to look out 
of the window, takes a book down from the shelves.

Str.

ppp

(    )X/

3

Act 1, Scene 1
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                    As he paces about the room he becomes aware of a furious quarrel taking place on the floor above.

Moderate tempo
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