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THE HOLY TREE

This piece was inspired by a stained glass window, specially commissioned
by the Dutch Church from Thomas Denny, which references the Tree of
Life in its imagery. This brought to mind Yeats’ poem “The Two Trees’, and
particularly the opening section.

I have used the word ‘beloved’, and the gentle motif it conjured up for me,
as a refrain throughout the setting. The shifting, vibrant colours of the glass,
and of the poem, are reflected in the harmonies and rising vocal lines.

from The Two Trees

Beloved, gaze in thine own heart,

The holy tree is growing there;

From joy the holy branches start,

And all the trembling flowers they bear.
The changing colours of its fruit

Have dowered the stars with merry light;
The surety of its hidden root

Has planted quiet in the night;

The shaking of its leafy head

Has given the waves their melody,

And made my lips and music wed,
Murmuring a wizard song for thee.

W, B. Yeats

Duration: approx. 4’ 30"

Commissioned for the 47 5th anniversary of the Dutch Church in London and first
performed on 26 July 2025 at the Dutch Church, by a vocal ensemble directed by
Greg Hallam, with David Titterington, organ



Sally Beamish

mf

#

N

(@]

The Holy Tree

N

mp———
R

=62
mp<

Andante J

=

L 3
I/
p 3

ANS"4

thine own

ved.

Be-lo -

mp—

IR

]

N
I

i
Be-lo -

Be - lo - ved,

lo - ved,

N

mp———

y AN 3
(L

Be - lo - ved,

Be - lo - ved,

gaze

Be-lo - ved,

Be-lo - ved,

1 &

P

[

[ - 2

PN

P

Be - lo - ved,

. )7) #

lo - ved,

. &

Be

gaze

Be-lo - ved,

Be-lo - ved,

Andante J
f) naante

#

I Quintadena

=62

16’

YO /
J

W. B. Yeats

Soprano

Tenor

(@]

S
fe
|

1] _ge
T

heart,

thine own

in

gaze

Be-lo - ved,

Be-lo - ved,

mp ——

The ho-ly

mp

|

The ho-ly

N

III
)
)

O
A OI
b ]

(@]

P ‘V"
I
u

<)
b}

LOS

—

O
L
o

o <

e ]

[ Fan)
AND"4

)"

© 2025 by Peters Edition Ltd, London

Edition Peters 73804



bran - ches start,

ho___

ly

the

joy

From

N L

2
vl

bran - ches start,

the ho___

ly

joy

S
b oo

From

“

37—

fo
is gro-wing there;

bran - ches start,

ly

joy the ho -

From

tree

—3—

mf

ﬁfv

-

r

is gro-wing there;

bran - ches start,

ly

joy the ho -

From

tree

12
@

| JIN
il
P an
=R lE = &
N TN
nne
Ny TR
N
e
)‘)mvﬂ 9|
ey 2x8
Eas
Eas
Y
o)
eeo) ol
E=3
NN\
E= S
X
N
E=q u_wﬂ
As
N N
(}\l(

/\

bl

[——

D

1 1
E E | \wg T
LT
L sl
Yl
A
' ' ' -4
-4
A
_.uuh v I
#..ﬂ s
= = = HH’H_ﬂ H -
acma SNSRI o c u -y SRS o i NG o n:cy ISR o i ,' ax IEOCaS
2 g 2 5 ./
[ < S| (M S| Ml S Vo
Z 4 a <Y - E=<
INEE e M E w2 : I
en an an an
£ £ £ £ I
™= ™= MM s Ty S |
e € TIHae & T g ° = "
L LIz L % o [[M 8 [WN|| O = il
y 2 v2 N2 WLz
LI Y3 =z o= &
s 2 s 2 Pl J
P\! < & a < N < (|| < P EY 4—
L L] ]
Vel e 1) Nl ,
MM,@U o N i < N[ A




=68

20 - - - - - UnpocopiumossoJ

@

r X

1y
7

¢ &

i

fruit

its

ing co-lours of

The chang

=068

- - - - - Unpoco piu mosso J

1l !

I
14

he

1/

A NT k)
g
9] L]
\w L)
Q|| L)
] g
y
115
p | =
g
Wl E
g
[ Y
Anu
<N wv

)"
.

33—

mp

24
2

B T

[—

with mer

stars

the

Have dowered

light;

ry

mer

L

fe

The sure - ty

1y
7

Y
1k

[
VA

The sure - ty

s .

o

=
e

\#:

L—3
i! L #
T
— —

e
hadl|

I

)"
0

T




1A
1A
1E2 3
1N/
1E2 3
1A

[1E2 3

n——
—

ml
Q)
#-

lo - ved,

IS
heart,
T 1T

Be - lo - ved,
Be

qui-et in the night;
12 9=|

qui-et in the night;

£

thine own_

§

lo - ved,
lo - ved,

fe
Be
Be

Has plan-ted qui-et in the night;
in

PP
fe o2 @ fepe oo

Has plan-ted qui-et in the night;

Has plan-ted
Has plan-ted

R
R

(—

gaze
gaze
gaze

L

rit. _

-

=]
Be - io - ved,
Be - lo - ved,
Be - lo - ved,

Lol

root____
root_____

—

|

S ——

| ete| st

P e

its hid-den
its hid-den

62

A
Be - lo - ved,

of

of

o A

Be - lo - ved,
p

P

J

P dd
7

1y

Y
Ll
VA

[ F an WD

AND A )
Tempo I

34 CP

29

N
N

N
N

N
N

@
' ()

[ £

lo - ved,

Be

lo - ved,

bs-

Be

1

gaze

Be - lo - ved,

Be - lo - ved,
62

Tempo I J
12 P=
I2P=N

1 p

)"
0




W2 adll]] 2 w o[
\\_ﬁ § L_w = a>am
.J 7 T
e ©
a0
I8 | .S
-~
| | < °
e |8
SWim m L]
SuiLR= Sl
= L
. o}
A T o M hm
Q (]
| < Bl =
an on
ﬁJ. R= g
: :
] e [ 2 NN\ \\
] | ¢ o0 _& °h N1 N
TN .2 N2
L1 e % o % N\ N\
B I & Jen Hil.N
BN _.m%_v
e = 2
HH = — )
LR =} | ~
' o 1 Q
SiE SR
d
A 0 0
BN
( :
N . .
=N e ¢ N N ¢

& T
Wi & 1 1Lk _
1 N
T i 9
SRiEN <
_|\\ AW,J Aul_m@v
Ll .'r\‘
™ b Ei.N N I’
_.\‘ g /.Fl.n,o b |
1 —
(18| 2 \iil
™ T
_l Ip|nv Id3
i | L oll] |oL
L i v s | LT
>
<
| 1
il | N
1 o] |eb
J 5
178 =z = P
N an
-4 qé
SN 2 Y
SN = wllld| i1
Q I -4 q
\EE & vwluﬂ M
R N
— [0}
3 /|
Y <
. o .
g [t
ke | 2 [ Jn
o < ha — N
9| & M v < 'l
o ) — 1/
_ £ il & ]
W e LY . |
Qg R E =% -1 R
{ . L .
N g N G
——




46

iy ]
M a e are
I i
! mirlo m \\; o
nﬁ
| ! " 7r -
(
N _H\ B
IS P ® ~
= ol R
W E L el OUME e
] th_:\\ ! 1 IMJ_IA ! |m I\ wV
| |
LN 2 DIl 2 (8 | e
| ™
I -
] | m 1 B m
e I (i
g T
bl
B ..m Te ..m ;
< N <
i WVe||#
N N e N NG
\ g

mp

50

—3—

o o 9] o = &
5] | 5] ] ] N
M| S M S | | = AV = AN
MNE ITE enE |8
hunn i i il AN |
L en | i 1Y
A Jm 5 mc A\ mo A# Wc .v/
S _\ e _\ e _\ ko] 7
-Hmm‘ﬁ‘.mm“.mm; E
N < n < f <
[ o g
R
m o
— =5 ™ ™
> I f uw‘% rm|9
|.-g I I on |g I
ﬁ\‘ R= ﬁ‘ = Y £ ﬁ o
o] m o m o § m =[]
- Llll] £ |
i M K 7 B M |f M A |
en en
ﬁ L Y= r R=! ﬁ |
s WU
5 5 -
S a; . = Min uw
e N e L Yo N 71




53 —_— mf V4 — mf
o) | | N | N |
. I I I \ I 1 TIT \ I 1 TIT 1 I ]
11 | Y 2 | 2 L7 \\,I
AN | ./ E | | d Illf)' € I < L | | }
_ a wi-zard song for thee. Be-1lo - ved, Be-1lo - ved, gaze in___
—_— ;m _—
H | N y p mf
D’ 4 | 1] | | A | | A | | A
. I I Y 2 | 2 7 ) I N Y 2 7 ) I NI & ) 27 ™
:#‘.—._r!‘_ﬁ I } PN I ry 7 7 - B PN 7 7 - e I 7 7
O 7 & & & & °° '_‘_‘—'—'_‘_‘—'—9‘—":'
_ a wi-zard song for thee. Be-lo - ved, Be-lo - ved,  gaze Be-
Hh~. —_— ’”Lf P —_ mf
e e——— C— T T i S B S — - — i S— —N]
\g)l‘ 7 i ] Ii | —— ’:‘i \'/I" ’:‘i \'/I" ) o
. a wi-zard song for thee. Be-lo - ved, Be-1lo - ved, gaze Be-
e T rr — T — R —
I'- 1 r T PN | & 7 1] | 1] 1 PN 7 1] | 1] 1| & | 7 ] 1
1 1 1 ————— 7
. a wi-zard song for thee. Be-lo - ved, Be-lo - ved, gaze Be-
n =
P 4
Y A\ - =11 - 4 k)
[ Fan) V1o P
ANV ) [ : 2
D) < | 533“ jg:
Sc~————
_rs I\mf ———p
Py | A
z ;: F =T | ]
Z ; 1 — o = @ O y
i :: #
rax | | | | ]
J DO - I I I I I |
~ f — 1 f f i
= Z " °
v
rit.. _ - _ - - - _
5 !
0 | L | -
#: } — P m— 7 \k\ll ——— 0 o T i T i |
=" ) b L — = — o—_ 1 — i |
__ thine own eart, The ho -ly  tree is grow - ing there;
) — prp | | ~
P’ 4 | N AT | A\ | | | | | | | | Il |
Y A\ | N & 7 N | A= | Y 2 7 INT .  — | | | | | Il |
[ Fan) | 1] & yA IR | IAY | PN VA T N1 | | | | | | | Il |
: 5 7 I I } .‘\-l Ilf,\d | Il & I Py 1 |
. SN~— .
-lo - ved, Be - lo - ved, The ho-ly tree is grow - ing there;
[ — ., L e ~
D’ 4 | A\ i | 1T | A | | | -
. . | I I O 1 |
Co— o1 I — 1'/ o — — i |
¥ -lo - wved, Be - lo - ved, The ho -ly tree is grow - ing there;
— ﬂ‘
rp . | I\ — )
: - < - = < . - Fe—e—+1+<—H
V4 I 1] & /1] 11 ] I PN VA IAY) . = 1 I I I 1 |
| Y Y | | Y | T | | | | | | 1l |
: : : : : a—lij be —i : .
-lo - wved, Be - lo - ved, The ho-ly tree is grow - ing there;
rit.. - - - - - - - M
b:g- . 2 'QAG' = b:g :2- 5 g
H 1+ — — = — = [T S o T
b’ 4 Il V1]
Y A\ ) (@) )
53
31 137 -ﬁ
) T 1Y — ~
P’ 4 1 11 | | | |
(528 <o EIK—P‘—d—' S . —~ S
o g g B i g0 g
b e E:S
‘ a
A | | | | | | | Il |
7 f s — — f f 1|
| | A | = ez O | 1l |

e
¢
0



0
o}
9
[
S
Q
(©)
>
9
3
<
©
o
9
S
=
o

Sally Beamish

Sally Beamish (b. 1956) studied viola at the Royal Northern
College of Music before focusing on composition and moving to
Scotland, where she lived for many years. Her music embraces
many influences, particularly jazz and Scottish traditional music,
and she has written for numerous soloists including Steven
Isserlis, James Crabb, Hakan Hardenberger, Branford Marsalis
and Tabea Zimmermann. Her string quartet for the Elias Quartet,
Reed Stanzas, received its premiere at the 2011 BBC Proms
and won a Royal Philharmonic Society Award. In 2018 Beamish
was awarded the British Composer Award for Inspiration in
recognition of her long and distinguished career.

Sally Beamish (*1956) studierte zun&chst Viola am Royal Northern
College of Music, ehe sie sich der Komposition zuwandte und
nach Schottland zog, wo sie viele Jahre lang lebte. Ihre Musik
vereint vielféltige Einflisse, insbesondere aus dem Jazz und der
schottischen Volksmusik. Sie schuf zahlreiche Werke fUr Solisten
wie Steven Isserlis, James Crabb, Hakan Hardenberger, Branford
Marsalis und Tabea Zimmermann. |hr Streichquartett Reed Stanzas
fUr das Elias Quartet wurde 2011 bei den BBC Proms uraufgefihrt
und mit einem Royal Philharmonic Society Award ausgezeichnet.
In Anerkennung ihrer langen und erfolgreichen Laufbahn wurde
Beamish im Jahr 2018 der British Composer Award fUr Inspiration
verliehen.
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